§1486.500

(b) Exception. Upon request, CCC may
make advance payments to a Recipient
against an approved project budget. Up
to 40 percent of the approved project
budget may be provided as an advance,
either at one time or in incremental
payments. Advances should be limited
to the minimum amounts needed and
requested as close as is administra-
tively feasible to the actual time of
disbursement by the Recipient. Reim-
bursement claims will be used to offset
advances. Recipients shall deposit and
maintain advances in insured, interest-
bearing accounts.

(c) Refunds due CCC. A Recipient
shall expend all advances within 90 cal-
endar days after the date of disburse-
ment by CCC. A Recipient shall return
all interest earned by advances plus
any unexpended portion of the advance
within 90 calendar days after the date
of disbursement by CCC by submitting
a check payable to CCC. All checks
shall be mailed to the Director, Mar-
keting Operations Staff, FAS, USDA.

Subpart E—Reporting, Evaluation,
and Compliance

§1486.500 What are the reporting re-
quirements of the program?

(a) Performance Reports. (1) Recipients
are required to submit regular progress
reports in accordance with the project
agreement. Quarterly progress reports
are required for all projects with a du-
ration of 1 year or longer. Projects of
less than 1 year in duration generally
require a mid-term report.

(2) Final performance reports must
be submitted no later than 90 days
after completion of the project, both
electronically (preferably in PDF for-
mat) and in hard copy.

(3) Reporting requirements and for-
mats for both quarterly progress re-
ports and final performance reports are
specified in the project agreement be-
tween CCC and the Recipient entity.

(4) All final performance reports will
be made available to the public.

(b) Financial Reports. Final financial
reports must be submitted no later
than 90 days after completion of the
project. Such reports must provide a
final accounting of all project expendi-
tures by cost category, and include the
accounting of actual contributions
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made to the project by the Recipient
and all other participating entity or
entities.

§1486.501 What is the rule on noti-
fying field offices of international
travel?

The Recipient must advise the Agri-
cultural Counselor(s) or Attache(s) in
the country or countries of any
planned visits by the Recipient or its
consultants or other participants to
such country or countries under terms
of its agreement. Failure to notify the
Counselor/Attache may result in dis-
allowance of the travel expenditures.

§1486.502 How is project effectiveness
measured?

Project evaluations may be carried
out by FAS at its option with or with-
out Recipients. FAS may also seek out-
side expertise to conduct or participate
in evaluations.

§1486.503 How is program compliance
monitored?

(a) The CRS, FAS, performs periodic
on-site reviews of Recipients to ensure
compliance with this part, applicable
federal regulations, and the terms of
the project agreements. Program funds
spent inappropriately or on unapproved
activities must be returned to CCC.
The CRS will review contributions
from Recipients for compliance with
project budgets as approved and speci-
fied in the agreements.

(b) The Director, CRS, will notify a
Recipient through a compliance report
when, in the opinion of the Director,
CRS, it appears that CCC is entitled to
recover funds from that Recipient. The
report will state the basis for this ac-
tion.

§1486.504 How does a Recipient re-
spond to a compliance report?

(a) A Recipient shall, within 60 days
of the date of the compliance report,
submit a written response to the Direc-
tor, CRS. The Director, CRS, at his or
her discretion, may extend the period
for response up to an additional 30
days. The response shall include:

(1) Repayment of any funds deter-
mined to be due to CCC;
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